To Slovene readers the honoring of Louis Adamic's book The Native's Return as the Bookof-the-Month Club selection for February 1934 came as a surprise. This article, however, provides an overview of events and actions that culminated in the decision of the Club's judges in order to show that the whole success story had been carefully planned by Louis Adamic who had put an enormous amount of effort into making his book a bestseller, and succeeded.
A quarter of a century ago, as a young student, I was leafing through Louis Adamic's papers in search of pertinent material for my M.A. thesis on Adamic as a literary critic. I was not particularly interested in Adamic's relationship with the Bookof-the-Month Club at that time. What astonished me most in those days was the simple fact that Adamic apparently knew -it seemed to me -like half of the population of the U.S. personally. Name after name popped up, many of them were mentioned with a casual sort of attitude, many reappeared. Names like Dorothy Canfield Fisher, Henry Seidel Canby or Maurice Hindus. I did not pay much attention to them then but have not forgotten them either. Mark J. Madigan, visiting Fulbright Professor at the English Department of Ljubljana University in spring of 2004 and connoiseur of Dorothy Canfield Fisher's work (see bibliography), revived my interest in half forgotten matters. I returned to investigate Adamic; indeed, a closer inspection of his career and work reveals why the above people were important to him and how they influenced his career. As they were all, in one way or another, connected with the Book-of-the-Month Club, the purpose of my paper will be to explore the nature of Adamic's relationship with them as well as the resulting consequences. I will begin with a minor diversion.
Adamic's fellow immigrant, lifelong admirer and friend Janko N. Rogelj, who had established himself as a Slovene American author, actor, theater director and public personality, 1 dedicated a good number of pages of his then unpublished memoir Spomini to his interaction with Adamic. Rogelj was editor of the Slovene language newspaper Nova Doba (New Era) that announced in January of 1934 2 the honoring of Adamic through the Book-of-the-Month Club: "The Book-of-the-Month Club, America's largest book club, selected the above-mentioned book as the best out of almost 1,000 books" 3 (Rogelj II, 326). Rogelj hastens to add that the board of judges consisting of Henry Seidel Canby, William Alien White, Christopher Morley and Dorothy Canfield Fisher voted unanimously in favor of Adamic's book. The latter will be published on February 1 in 55,000 copies all of which will immediately be sent to the Club members nationwide. Additional 50,000 copies will be printed for sale in book'-stores and the publisher plans an English edition as well as translations into Russian, French, Spanish and Czech (Ibid.). Later on, on p. 330 of his memoirs, Rogelj confirms the realization of the above plans: Adamic's book did appear in all of the languages mentioned plus additionally in Danish. The English edition was published in the U.S., Great Britain, New Zealand, Australia and South America (!).
4 Rogelj's article goes on to mention the January, 1934 issue of the Book-of-the-Month Club News that contained two important articles: one, written by Henry Seidel Canby 5 titled "The 1 More on Rogelj in J.Petric. "Janko N.Rogelj". Slovenska izseljenska knjif.evnost 2. Severna Amerika. Janja Zitnik and Helga Glusic, Eds. Ljubljana: Rokus and ZRC SAZU, 1999, 196-201, 437-8 Native's Return" and another, written by Maurice Hindus 6 , titled "Louis Adamic". Both articles were translated into Slovene and published by the Slovene language newspaper Prosveta in two installments 7 , however, Rogelj deemed it necessary to translate the articles himself "so as to be able to include them in my memoir" (Ibid.).
Canby's article begins on an enthusiastic note: he names the reasons that made him decide in favor of Adamic's book, the main one being the novelty of Adamic's endeavor. According to Can by Adamic was the first immigrant author who returned to his homeland to take a look with new, American eyes. Adamic, Canby says, has described his homeland the way no European nor American has done so far. Canby's laudatory article recommends The Native's Return to prospective readers as one of the finest books in its genre. He constantly extols Adamic's power of narration, the richness of topics, the mix of tragedy and comedy, Adamic's humor and his style (334).
Rogelj was right in stating that Canby's article represented a piece of extremely good criticism that added its bit to the overwhelming market success of Adamic's new book. According to Rogelj, his position within the Book-of-the-Month board of judges gave Canby's enthusiastic appraisal very significant weight. August 1934, 10 which means that the time when the board of judges took its decision concerning Adamic's book is not covered in the book.
On the other hand, Adamic's ties with the Book-of-the-Month Club were strong; he even wrote The Native's Return with the purpose of making it the Club's selection. In a letter to Henry Hoyns and Cass Canfield, respectively Chairman of Board and President of Harper and Brothers, dated February 13, 1934, Adamic claims to be absolutely positive his book was selected because it had been written with a clear purpose in mind:
You may not know it, but it so happens that I started to work on the Book-of-the-Month idea more than a year ago, and I am certain the book 6 Maurice Gerschon Hindus (1891 Hindus ( -1969 , Russian born-author, came to the U.S. in 1905, graduated from Colgate and often revisited Russia. Author of non-fiction and fiction as well as criticism. He was a good acquaintance of Louis Adamic if not a friend. In 1961 he visited Slovenia and came to see Rogelj at his birthplace; he also came to see Adamic's brothers. 7 No title. Prosveta, January 10, 1934, 8. "Kaj pravijo ameriski kritiki o novi Adamicevi knjigi", Prosveta, January 17, 1934, 3. 8 Relatively little is known about Adamic as a private person. Hindus portrays Adamic as a social person, a good listener who never interrupted the speaker, a very matter-of-fact and dignified man, at times as witty and simple as a Slovene peasant. It did not bother him to live with his mother-in-law. He could eat everything (except cucumbers) and sleep anywhere. He hated barbers, such that Stella, his wife, had to trick him into having a haircut. He loved football, going to the movies, a good book and a long walk in the country. 9 Letter to Alfred Harcourt. 10 Undated letter to Harry and Bernardine K.Sherman.
was selected mainly, if not solely, because I've been working on the thing all this time. Last fall I was nearly 100% sure that the Book-of-theMonth would take it (ask Miss Herdman) (Princeton University Library).
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Adamic and Henry Seidel Canby were personal friends. When he learned that Can by and his wife were planning to go to Europe he gave them a letter of reference for a friend of his, the Croatian Ivo Frano Lupis Vukic. 12 The Canbys were the first in a line of individuals and groups sent by Adamic to see his friend at his home in Split, people like Harry Sherman,President of the Book-of-the-Month Club (sic!) and his wife, New York Herald Tribune literary critic Lewis Gannett and wife and others. The Shermans were supposed to visit Lupis Vukic in the summer of 1934 but the visit never took place due to their son's sudden illness.
Adamic's letter introduces the Canbys as good friends of himself and Stella. Dr Canby, the editor-in-chief of the prestigious American literary review The Saturday Review of Literature was on his way to an international congress of the P.E.N. club. Adamic suggested a sightseeing plan for their short visit in Split (Ibid.).
The Canbys did meet with Lupis Vukic who showed him Solun, Trogir and Sibenik. Mrs Canby sent a postcard to Adamic to thank him for his mediation (225). In a further letter to Lupis Vukic Adamic mentions a dinner he and Stella had with the Canbys after Adamic' s return from his one-year ship to Yugoslavia: "They remember you with deep affection" (Nacionalna i sveucilisna biblioteka Zagreb ) . That means that in February this organization will send to its subscribers 55,000 copies of the book. The subscribers are scattered all over the U. S. These 55,000 are apart from the regular sales which will be handled by Harper & Brothers, my publishers. The regular sales are found to be over 20,000, but may go past 50,000. The book will be reviewed in a big way in about 800 of the largest American newspapers and magazines. In other words, next February Yugoslavia will be put on the map so far as the Americans are concerned (Nacionalna i sveuCiliscna biblioteka Zagreb).
Adamic also informed Lupis Vukic about the forthcoming translations. He believed that his book would prompt 10,000 Americans to visit Yugoslavia in 1934. But he also prophesied that the book would be banned there (as it indeed was). Adamic concluded by asking his friend to spread the above news among the Yugoslav press w~thout naming him as a source. He was well aware how dangerous an openly con-fessed friendship with him might be for Lupis Vukic at the time. He even suggested his friend should publicly renounce their friendship for his own safety. In a P.S. Adarnic added it was Dr Can by who took much of the credit for the selection of The Native's Return (Christian 238). Adarnic's next letter to Lupis Vukic was written on 24 1 h January 1934. Still in New York, Adarnic confirmed the receipt of two letters by his friend but confessed he could not remember whether he had replied or not. He complained about having to work day and night and informed his friend to expect a package containing The Native's Return. Adamic happily reported excellent sales of the book, 6,000 copies having been sold before the book had even appeared in print, and estimated the sales numbers for 1934 at more than 100,000 (239-240).
The Book-of-the-Month Club selection of The Native's Return had a marked impact on Adamic's future as a writer. As soon as the decision was made public, the book and its author were advertised nationwide; after the release on February l, 1934, the papers were overflowing with reviews. Adamic was all of a sudden snowed under heaps of fan mail and his life took a completely new turn. He was thrilled nevertheless: in the above mentioned letter to Lupis Vukic he mentioned having seen a very positive review written by William Soskin to be published in 12 Randolph Hearst papers on February 1 (Ibid.). He did his best to keep his friend updated. First he sent him the book and then press cuttings on several occasions. He further reported on the book's success:
It's three weeks after publication and the book is in the ninth printing. It's selling over 1,000 copies a day in addition to the 55,000 copies which the Book-of-the-Month distributed. It's liable to reach 100,000 or more. ( ... )Now I understand that The Native's Return is in first place as a nonfiction bestseller. Two novels, one by Sinclair Lewis, are ahead of my book. Note also the big ad which appears today (Sunday) in the New York Herald-Tribune BOOKS section and the New York Times Book Review Section. The ad costs over 700 dollars in the Times for one insertion. It's fantastic (Nacionalna i sveuCilisna biblioteka Zagreb).
Although he had obviously planned the whole story very carefully, Adamic was nevertheless caught unawares by the booming success and the amount of work he consequently loaded upon himself so as not to let the golden opportunity slip through his fingers. He immediately made plans and arrangements for the future: lecture tours, newspaper interviews, radio speeches, and a new book about the U.S.-a follow-up to The Native's Return ... As it happened, My America, 1928 America, -1938 did not appear right away but in 1938 as it was preceded by the novel Grandsons (1935) that, much to Adamic's disappointment, failed to become yet another bestseller. The book's reviews were, according to Adamic,"very interesting" and the sales were "very good"; however, in a letter to Lupis Vukic dated April 11, 1935 he mentions 15,000 sold copies and complains about the inability of American readers to fully comprehend his new book:
A great many of them feel a vague resentment against it, and so they cavil over the form which is somewhat casual and unorthodox for a novel.
